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(57) Abstract: An annular light path (5) through which dark Held illununation 
light passes is between a lens barrel (1) and an inner tube (3)'of an objective lens 
(100), and shield plates (7) each having a ring section (7a) engaging with an en- 
gagement section (3a) of the inner tube (3) and having a blade section (7b) for 
shielding the light path (5) are disposed in the light path (5). The shield plates 
(7) are pivotable about the optical axis. As the shield plates (7) pivot, the blade 
sections (7b) move horizontally on the annular light path (5) to change the area of 
incidence and the direction of incidence of the dark field illumination light. This 
enables finer flaws, unevenness, and foreign objects that are impossible to detect 
by an ordinary dark field observation to be observed and also enables flaws with 
specific directionality to be observed. 
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